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HE, " following « Wecunt vo the - deal 11 
J „ calamities lately experienced by the inha- | F 
| bitants of Calabria, Sicily, &c. having ap- 
| peared, in detached parts, in ſeveral parts of 
the public papers; it is prefumed that it will 
not be diſagreeable t6 the curious to find thoſe : 
parts collected together, and publiſhed in a 
pamphlet entire; eſpecially as many 2 | 

have e a deſire of 3 them ſo col- 

lected. 

A variety of circumitatices reſpecting theſe” 
' tremendous phænomena, have been related inn 
” the public papers, from time to time, for ſe- | 
veral months paſt; little however could be de- 
- pended upon, till the following letter made its 
appearance: And, indeed, many particulars . 
in this relation would ſcarcely appear credihle, 
did they not come from a perſon whoſe vera» I}; 
city cannot be doubted, and whoſe abilities 4 
are ſuch as remove every ſuſpicion of his being 
| deceived, As therefore the account is un- x 
doubtedly true, as well as curious and enter L 
_ taining, it highly merits the attention of the || | 
public, and cannot fail to oratify thoſe who ? 2 
with to preſerve an accurate deſcription of the 
1225 e and their e * 
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| SICILY, Kc. 


N " NAPLES, May 33, irfss | 
T Am happy now to have it in my power to give you, 
and my brethren of the Royal Society, ſome little idea 


of the infinite damage done, and of the various pha 
nomena exhibited, by the earthquakes (which began 


; the 5th of February laſt, and eontinueto be fenfibly, though iT 


Jeſs violently. felt to this day) in the two Calabrias; at 


| Meflina, and in the parts of Sicily neareſt to the Continent. 


From rhe moſt authentic reports, and accounts received at 
the offices of his Sicthan Majeſty's Secretary of State, We 
gathered in general, that the part of Calabria; which has 
5 ected by this heavy calamity, is that which 


Been moſt a 


is comprehended between the 38th and 49th degree, that 


che greateſt force of the earthquakes ſeemed to have exer- 
ted itſelf from the foot of thoſe mountains of the Apen- 


nines called the Monte Deio, Monte Sacro, and Monte 


Caulone, extending weſtward to the Tyrrhene ſea; that the 
towns, villages, and farm-houſes, neareſt theſe mountains; 
fituated either oa hills br on the plain; were. totally ruined 
by the firſt ſhock of the gth of February about /noon'? and 


| 65 the greateſt mortality was there; that in proportion s 
t 


he towns and villages were at a greater diſtance from this 
center, the damage they received was leſs confiderable; but 
that even thoſe more diſtant towns had been greatly damaged 


by the ſubſequent ſhocks of the earthquake, and efpecyzlly 


and 


by thoſe of the 7th, the 16th, and.28th of February, 
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. that of the 1ſt of March; that from the firſt ſhock, the a! 
of February, the earth. continued to be in a continual tre- 
mor, more or leſs ; and that the ſhocks were more ſenfibly 
telt at times in ſome parts of the afflited- provinces than in 

© others; that the motion of the earth had been various, and, 
according tothe Italian denomination, vorticoſo, orizontale 

and oſeillatorio, either whirling like a vortex horizontal, 
or by pulſations, or beating from the bottom upwards; 


e 


That this variety of motion had increaſed the apprehenſions 


of the unfortunate inhabitants of thoſe parts, who expected 


ecvery moment that the earth would open under their feet, 


and. ſwallow them up; that the rains had been continual 
aud violent, often accompanied with lightning and irregu- 
lar and furious guſts of wind; that from all theſe cauſes 
the face of the earth of that part of Calabria (compre- 
hended as above-mentioned between the 4$th"and 39th 
degrees) was entirely altered, particularly on the weſtward 
fide of the mountains above-named ; that many openings 
and cracks had been made in thoſe parts; that ſome hills 
had been lowered, and others quite levelled ; that in the 
Plains deep chaſms had been made, by which many roads 
were rendered impaſſable; that huge mountains had been 
_ ſplit aſunder, and parts of them driven to a, confiderable 
diſtance; that deep vallies had been filled up by the moun- 
tains (which formed thoſe vallies) having been detached 
by the violence of the earthquakes, and joined together; 
that the courſe of ſome rivers had been altered, that many 

ſprings of water had appeared in places that were perfectly 
Thy before, and that in other parts, ſprings that had been 


3 - conſtant had totally diſappeared, that near Laureana, in | 


Calabria Ultra, a ſingulat phænomenon had been produced, 
that the ſurſace of two whole tenements, with large olive 
and mulberry trees therein, ſituated in a valley 338 
level, had been detached by the earthquake, and tranſ- 
planted, the trees ſtill remaining in their places, to the 
diſtance of about a mile from their firſt ſituations, and that 

from the ſpot on which they formerly ſtood, hot water 
had. ſprung up to a confiderable height, mixed with * 
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| of a ferruginous nature, that near. this, place Bib. ſome - 

_ *cotntrymen and ſhepherds had been ſwallowedFup,: with 
their teams of oxen and their flocks. of goats and theep 3+. - 
in mort, that beginning from the city of Amantea, ſituated 
on the coaſt of the Tyrrhene ſea in Calabria Citra, and go- 

ing along the weſtward coaſt. to Cape Spartivents, in Ca- 
labria Ultra, and then. n as far as the 

3g. _. Cape d' Alice (a part of Calabria Citra on the, lonian ſea) 

1 ) there is not a town or village either on the coaſt or land- 
'S but what is either totally deſtroyed, ot has ſuffered more 
- or leſs, amounting in all to near 420, what are called here 

paeſes (a village containing leſs than 100 inhabitants 6 


- "hot: eine pt ?; 
The greateſt mortality fell upon thoſe towns and coun- 
tries fituated in the plain, on the weſtern, fide of the moun: 
| tains Dejo, Sacre, and Caulone. At Caſal Nuovo, the 
91 Princeſs Gerace, and upwards of 4000 of the inhabitants 
| loſt their lives: at Bagnara, the number of dead amounts 
| to 3017, Radicina 0 Palmi count their ; loſs at about 
-- 3000 each, Terranuova about 1400, Seminari ſtill more. | 
; _ The ſum total of the mortality in both Calabrias and in Si- 
cily, by the earthquakes alone, according to the returns 
in the Secretary of State's office in Naples, gs 32,368 3 
but I have good reaſon to believe, that, including ſtran- 
1 ers, the number of lives loſt muſt have been confiderably 
greater, .40,000 at leaſt may be allowed, and I believe, 
i . Vitgout auy cxaggeration... co $445 hs earn 
| From the ſame office intelligence we likewiſe heard that 
1 
N 
| ' 


| 


| the inhabitants of Stetty on the firſt ſhock of the earthquake 17 « 
| 5 


the 5th of February, had eſeaped from their houſes on the 
a Tock, and. followed the example of their Prince taken 
1 ſhelter on the ſea ſhore, but that in the night - time, thẽ 
| ſame ſhock which had raiſed and agitated the ſea fo vio- 
| lently, and done ſo much damage en the point of the Faro 
of Meſſina, had acted with ſtill greater violence there, for 
that the wave (which was repreſented to have been boiling. 
hot, and that many people had been ſcalded by its riſing 
to a great height) went furiouſly three miles inland, and 
| bu - ſwept 
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VVV 23 
- wept off in its return 2473 of the inhabitants of Seilla, with 
the Prince at their head, who were at that time either on 
ie Seilla Strand, or in boats near the ſhote, 
All accounts agreed, that the number of ſhocks which 6 
{ _ have been felt fince the beginning of this formidable earth= 3 
quake, amounting to ſome hundreds, the moſt vislent, and 1 
of the longeſt duration, were thoſe of the 5th of February, 
| at 19&-(according to the Italian way of counting the hours) 
of the 6th of February, at ſeven hours in the night; of the 
. »25th of February at 114 in the morning; of the 1ſt of 
March, at 8 1-half in the night; and that of the 28th of 
March, at 11 1-half in the night. It was this laſt ſhock 
that affected moſt the upper part of Calabria Ultra, and 
the lower part of the Citra, an authentic deſcription, of” 
| which you will ſee hereafter, in a letter Which I received 
rom the Marquis Ippolito, an accurate obſerver, reſiding 
ar Catanzaro in the upper Calabria. The firft Ja ide lf 
mocks muſt have been tremendous indeed, and only theſe 
two were ſenfibly: felt in this capital. 
The accounts which this Government has rettived from 
the province of Coſenza are leſs melancholy than thoſe 
from the province of Calabria Ultra. From Cape Su vero 
to the Cape of Cetraro, on the weſtern coaft; the inland 
countries, as well as thoſe on the coaſt, ate ſaid toithave 
_ ſuffered more or leſs in proportion to their- proximity tc 
the ſuppoſed centre of the earrhquakes ; and it has been 
Cionſtantly obſerved, that its greateſt violence has been 
ee exerted, and ſtill continues to be ſo, on the weſtern fide 
of the Apennines, preeiſely the celebrated Sila of the an- 
3 eient Brutil, and that all thoſe countries firuated to the 
| eaſtward of the Sila had felt the ſhack of the earthquake, 
Y but without having received any damage from them. In 5 
the province of Coſenza there does not appear to be above 
00 lives loſt. In the laſt accounts from the moſt affli ted 
part of Calabria Ultra, two fingular phenomena ate men- =. 
-. tioned. © At about the. diſtance of three miles from the _ *! 
ruined city of Oppido, there was a hill (the ſoil of which 
is a ſandy clay) about 300 palms high, and 1300 in Cit, 
„ „„ IST PT" TR 


* | #utaference at its bafis, It is ſaid that this hill,” by tha | 
wbock on the th of February, jumped to the diſtance of 
about four miles from the ſpot where it ſtood, into a plain, 
called the Campo di Baſſano. At the ſume time the hill 

on which the town of Oppido ſtood, which extended about 
.- three miles, divided into two, and as its ſituation was be- 
> tween two rivers, its ruins filled up the village; and ſtop- 
i - ped the courſe of thoſe rivers; two great Iakts are already 
formed, and are daily increaſing, which lakes, if means 


eourſe, in a ſhort time muſt infe& the ait greatly. 


- were thoſe of the deſtruction of the rae part of the no- 
ble city of Meſſina, of the ſhock of the. 5th of February, 
and of the remaining parts by the ſubſequent ones; that 

the kay in the port has funk conſiderably, and was in ſome 


4 ” 
7 


more magnificent appearance than any port in Europe can 


been greatly damaged; but that the citadel” had ſuffered 
little; that the Mother Church had fallen; in ſhort, that 
Meſſina was no more; that the tower at the point of the 
entrance of the Faro was half de ſtroyed; and that the fame 


er the point of land at the Faro, and carried off about 24 
people. The Viceroy of Sicily likewiſe gave an account 


ſiderable. lazzo, Patti, Terradi Satta, Lucia, Caſtro 

Reale, and in the iſland of Lip arr. 
This, Sir, was the intelligence I was poſſeſſed of the end 

ol laſt month; but as I am particularly curious, as You. 


in my own mind (from the preſent earthquakes being con- 
fined to one ſpot) that ſome great chemical operation of 
nature of the volcanic. ſort was the real cauſe of them; in 

ogder to clear up many points, and to come at truths, 


which you. alſo well know, Sir, is excceding difficult, I - | 


took 


* . 


g 


4 
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are not found to drain them, and give the rivers their due +4 


From Sicily the accounts of the moſt ſerious nature 


places a palm and a half under water; that the faperb - 
Pulding, called the Palazzata, which gave the port 2. 


| þoaſt of, bad been entirely ruined; that the Lazaret hac 


hot wave, that had done ſuch miſchief at Stila; had paffe 


of ſome hips by the earthquakes, but nothing con - 
at 


know, on the ſubject of volcanoes, and was (perſuaded * 
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ſervants, and left Naples the 2&0 


$60] the ſudden reſolution to employ abbut twenty days 
(which was as much as I could allow, and have time to be 


cut of Italy, in my way home, before the heats ſet in) in 


making the tour of ſuch parts of Calabria Ultra and Sicily 


| - as had een, and were ſtill more affected by the earthquakes, 
and examining with mine own eyes the phenomena above- 


mentivned. I accordingly hired for that purpoſe a Malteſe | 
Speronara for myſelf, 'and a . e Felucea for my 
by command of his Sicilian Majeſty, with 39%" apes | 


and orders to the commanding officers of the different pro- 


vinces, to give me every aſſiſtance and protection in the 


purſuit of my object. I had a pleaſant voyage in my Mal- 
teſe Speronara (which are excellent boats, and the boatmen 


very ſkilful) along the coaſt of the Principato Citra and 
Calabria Citra, after having paſſed the gulph of Policaſtio. 
Ar Cedraro, I found the firſt ſymptoms of the earthquake, 
ſome of the principal inhabitants of that city having quit- 
red their houſes, and living in new erected barracks, though 
not a houſe in the whole town, as I could ſee, had ſuffered. 
At St. Lucido I perceived that the Batonet's palace, and 
the church ſteeple had ſuffered, and that moſt of the inha- 
bitants were in barracks, The barracks are juſt ſuch ſort 
af buildings as the booths of our country fairs, though 
indeed many I have ſeen are more like our pig-ſtyes. As 
my obje& was to get as faſt as poſſible to the centre 
of the miſchief, having little time, and much to ſee, I 
contented myſelf with a diſtant view of Maida, Nicaſtro, 
and Santo Eufemia, and puſhed on to the town of Pizzo, 


in Calabria Ultra, and landed on the evening of the 6th of 


May. This town, fituated on the ſea, and on a volcanic 25 
cuffa®, had been greatly damaged by the earthquake of the 
5th of February, but was completely ruined by that of the 


28th of March. As the inhabitants of this town (amount- 


ing to about $000) had ſufficient warning, and had left 
their houſes, and taken to barracks on the firſt ſhock the 
„ & This was the only token of former volcanic exploſions that I met with = 


* 


Ca” *. 


carried off many, and was ſtill in fatal force. alt L was 


on board the Speronara drawn. on ſhore 


_ paſſable in this ſeaſon, but through the moſt beautiful and 


C5741 


FE NO . , .. 
zin of Febatiary, the morraliry on th : 228th of Maren aß 
inconfiderable;; but, from the , batracks; having een 
conſtructed, and tian) rated in a very, confined unwhala- 
ſome ſpot, an Epfdechtteal diſorder bad, taktthplace; an 


2 8 


there, in ſpite of the wiſe endenvours of Goverdinent-to 
ſtop its progreſs, I fear, as the heats increaſe, the! ſame * * 
mis fortune will attend many parts of the unfortunate: Ca- 
labria, as alſo the city of Meſſina. The inbabitants of 
Pizzo ſeemed to me to have habituated themſelves alteady - 


do their preſent inconvenient manner of living, and ſhop? 


of every kind were opened in the ſtreets of the barracks; 
which, except ſome few, are but poorly conſtructed. I 
was alfured here, that the volcano of, SFomboli, which is 
oppoſite, and in ſull view of this town, and at the diſtance | 
of about fifty miles, had ſmoked leſs, and thrown-up a leſss 
quantity of inflamed matter during the earthquakes than 
it had done for ſome years paſt; and the night I ſlept here, 
n on ſhore, Ts mined 1 
with a ſmatt one, which ſeemed to lift up the bottom oft 
the boar, but it was not attended with any ſubterraneous 
noiſe. My ſervants, in the other boat, felt the ſame. The 
next day I ordered my boat to. proceed to Reggio, and I 
went on horſeback to Monteleone, about fix: miles from 
Rizzo, up hill, on a road of looſe ſtones and clay, ſcarcely 


— 


fertile country I ever beheld: perfect gardens of olive- 
trees, mulberty-trees, fruit trees, and vines; and under 
theſe trees the ticheſt crops of corn or lupins, beans, or 
other vegetables, Which ſeemed to thrive perfectly, though 
1 a thick ſhade. This is the ſtile of the whole plain 
of Monteleone, except that here and there are vaſt woods 
of oak ant! olive=trees mixed, and their olive-trees are of 
ſuch a fize as Teould never have conceived, being half as 
big as oaks themſelves, which axe ſine timber trees, and 
more than treble, the fize of the oalive-trees of the Cam- 
Pagna Felice. The. olive woods, in ſome parts of the 
plain, are regularly planted in lines, aud others grow ir- 
N | regularly. 


0 - poet "TW 2 * 


_ | tegularly. Though the object of my preſent jaurney t! 
| . bbs to take à haſty view of the 5.4 which bad uf. 
IT fred ſo. much by the calamity, my attention was conti: . 
| " nually called away, and I was loſt in the admiration of the 
' [fertility and beauty of this rich province, . exceeding - by 

-many degrees (as to the firſt point) every country I have 
_ ſeen. Befides the two rich products of ſilk and oil, in 
Which this 18 ſurpaſſes every other, perhaps in the 
Whole world, it abounds with corn, wine, cotton, ligourice, 
fruit, and vegetables of every kind ; and if its population 
' and induſtry kept pace with its fertility, the revenue of 
Calabria Ultra might ſurely be more than doubled in a ſhort 
time. I ſaw whole groves of mulberry-trees, the owners 
bot which told me, did not let for more than 38. an acre, 
when every acre would be worth at leaſt gl. had they hands 
to gather the leaves and attend the filk worms. The town 
of Monteleone, anciently Vibo Valeatia, is beautifully fi- 
_ _ tuate on a hill, overlooking the ſea atid the rich plains 
above - mentioned, bounded by the Apennibes, and crowned 
dy Aſpramonte, the bigheſt of them all; interſperſed with 
towns and villages, which, alas! are no more than hes ps 
of ruins. The town of. Monteleone ſuffered little by the 
firſt ſhock of the earthquake; but was greatly damaged - 
| by that of the 28th of March (though only, 12 lives were 
Joſt) and all the inhabitants are reduced to live in barracks; 
many of which are well eonſtructed with either planks, or 
reeds, covered with plaiſter on the outfſide. As this coun- 
of has ever been ſubject to earthquakes, the Barons had th 
| uſually a batrack near their palace, to retire to'on the KF _ 
'' leaſt alarm of an earthquake. | inhedited bets a magnifi- 5 
cent one, confiſting of many rooms wel furniſhed, which - | - 
was built by the preſent Duke of Morntele6ne's grand fa» 
ther. I owe the ſafety and the expedition of the very in- 
rereſting journey which I have taken through this province 
to this 's goodneſs, as he was pleaſed at Naples to 
furniſh me with a letter to his agent; in conſequence ot. 
which, I wes not only moſt hoſpitably. and elegantly. 
treated in his barrack, and ſupplied with e th 
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/ > | Footed horſes for myſelf and ſervant, but alſo with two o 
ais horſe guards, well acquainted with the croſs roads of. -/ 
the country, without which it would have been impoſſible. 
with any degree of ſafety, to have viſited every curious 
ſpot between Monteleone and Reggio, as I did in four 
days. No one that has not had the experience, can cons 
__ reive the horrid ſtate of the roads in Calabria, even in this 
: ſeaſon, nor the ſuperior excellence of the horſes of the 
country. All agreed here, that every ſhock of the earth» +] 
quake ſeemed to come with a rumbling noiſe from the 
' weſtward, beginning uſually with che horizontal motion, 
and ending with the yorticoſe, which is the motion that 
has ruined moſt of the buildings in this province. Ihe 
ſame obſervation I found to be à general one throughout 
this province. I found it a general dbſervation alſo, that 
before a ſhock of an earthquake, the clouds ſeemed to be 
fixed and motionleſs; and that immediately „ 1 
ſhower of rain, a ſhock quickly followed. I ſpoke with - 
many here and elſewhere, Who were thrown down by the 
violence of fome of the ſhocks ; and ſeveral peaſahrs in the 
country told me, that the motion of the earth was fo vio- 
. » lent, that the heads of the largeſt trees almoſt reached the 
 _ _-ground from fide to fide; that during the ſhock, oxen ane 
"Pots extended their legs wide aſunder not to be thrown © 2 
down, and. that they gave evident figns of being ſenfible *. 
of the approach of each hock. I myſelf obſerved, that 
the parts that have ſuffered moſt by the earthquakes, the 
bray ing of an als, the neighing of a horſe, or the cackling 
of a gooſe, always drove peo Te out of their barracks, — 
1 45 occaſion of many Pater-noſters and Ave-Matias 
being repeated in expectation of a ſhock., From Montele- 
dne I deſcended into the plain, having paſſed through - 
many towns and villages, which had been more or leſs 
ruined according to their vicinity to the plain. The town 
of Meleto, fituated in the bottom, I ſaw was totally de- 
ſtroyed, and not a houſe ſtanding. At ſome diſtance If 
Soriano and the noble Dominican convent à heap of ruins 3. -- 
but as my object was not to vifit ruins,” but the grester 
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hogs,” that had remained buried under # heap of ruins, 


were taken out alive the forty · ſecond day they were lean 
- and weak, but ſoon reeovered. One of his Sicilian Ma- 
jeſty's engineers, who was preſent at the taken them out, 


ve me this information. It was evident yo me, in this 


anite, but without the conſiſtence, had ſuffered leſs than 


gr 
Ty male ſituated in the plain, which are univerſally levelled 


to the ground. The {oil of the plain is a ſandy clay, white, 
red, or brown; but the white prevails moſt. and is full ef 


coming from the mountains, which have produced wide 


and deep ravines all over the country. Soon after we had 
paſſed through the ruined town of St. Pietro, we had a 
_ diſtant.view of Sicily, and the ſummit of Mount Etna, 
which ſmoked confiderably. Juſt before we arrived at Ro» 
. farno, near a ford of the Mamella; we paſſed over a ſyvampy 


plain, in many parts of which I was ſhewn {mall hollows 
in. the earth, of the ſhape of an inverted cone; they were 
covered with ſand, as was the ſoil near them. T was told 


that, during the earthquake of the 5th of February, from 
each of theſe ſpots a fountain of water mixed with ſand 
had been driven up to a confiderable height. I ſpoke to 
a peaſant here, who was preſent, and was covered with the 


water and ſand; but aſſured me it was not hot, as had 


been repreſented. Before this appearance, he faid, the 


tiver was dry, but ſoon after returned and overflowed its 
banks: I afterwards found that the ſame phenomenon had 


been conſtant with reſpect to all the other rivers in the 
T3 during the formidable ſhock of the th of February. 
hink this phenomenon is eaſily explained, by ſuppoſ . 
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hormone pence by the earthquakes, I went on to 
Nofarno. I muſt, however, firſt mention the moſt remarx- 
able. ioſtance I met with of animals being able to live long 
witbout food, of which there have been many examples 
during theſe preſent earxthquakes. At Sorſano two fattened 


day's journey, that all habitations firuated on high grounds, 
the ſoil of which is a gritty ſand ſtone, ſomewhat like a2 


marine ſhells, particularly ſcollop ſhells. This valley of 
clay is interſected in many places by rivers and torrents 
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| Mteſt to be fact; the furface of the plain ſuddenly ng. 
the rivers, which ate not deep, would naturally diſappear, 


and the plain returning with violence to its former level, 


the rivers muſt have naturally returned, and overflowedy- 
at. the ſame time that the ſudden depreſſion of the boggy 
rounds- would as naturally force out the water that lay 


hid under their furface. I obſerved in the other parts 

where this ph@nomenon had been exhibited, that the 

grand was alway low-and wu Between this and Ro- 
a 


arno we pafſed the rivers Meſſano or Metaurs (which is 
near the town above-mentioned) on a ſtrong timber bridge, 


ing the{firft impulſe of the earthquake te have come from 
the bottom upwards, which all' the inhabitants of the plain » - 


\ 
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700 palms long, which had been lately built by the Duke 
of Monteleone. From the cracks made on the banks and 


in the bed of the river by the earthquake, it was quite/ſe» _ 


parated in one part, and the level on which the pliers were 


placed having been variouſly altered, the bridge has taken I 


an undulated form, and the rail on each fide is curiouſly. 


ſcalloped ; but the parts that wereiſeparated having been 


joined again, it is now paſſable: rhe- Duke's bridgeman 


told me alſo, that at the moment of the earthquake, this 


great river was perfectly dry for ſome ſeconds, and then 
returned with violence, and overflowed; and that the 


bridge undulated in a moſt extraordinary Aanner. When 
I mention the earthquake in the plain, it muſt be always 


_ underſtood the firſt ſhock; of the zth of February, which 


* 
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was by tar the moſt terrible, and was the one that did the 


moſt miſchief in the plain, without having given any pre- 
vious notice, The town of Roſarno, with the Duke of 
lace there, was entirely ruined ;. but the 


Monteleone's re, | | 
walls remained about ſix feet high, and are now fitting up 


as barracks. The mortality here did not much exceed 


200 out of near 3000. It had been remarked at Roſarno, 
and the fame remark hag been conſtantly repeated to me 


F in every ruined town that I have viſited, that the male dead 


were generally found under the ruins in the attitude of 
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ſtruggling againſt the danger; but that the female attitude 1 
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them, in which caſe they always were found claſping the 


| _ the maternal tenderneſs of the ſex! The only building 
"that remained unhurt at Roſarno was a ſtrong built town- 
- in which were three notorious. har wav! who would 


After N dined in a barrack, the owner of which had 
loft five of his family by the earthquake, I proceeded to 
L.aaureana, often e the wige extended 

_ river Metauro. - 


not a life was loſt there; but from a fickneſs occafioned by 


'' hardſhips and fright 32 have fince died. TI lodged in the 
j barracks of a ſenſible rica of Mileto, Don Domenico 
| _ Acquanetta, who is a principal roprictor of this town. 
1 He attended me the next day to the two tenements, called 

' the Macini and Vaticano, mentioned in the former part f 
* this letter, and which were ſaid to have changed their ſi- 


children in their arms, or in ſome attitude which d > 
their anxious care to protect them; a ſtrong inſtance of =» 


tuation by the earthquake. The fact is true, and -caſily 


.-accounte« for. Theſe tenemetits were ſituated in a valleß 


Lutrounded by high grounds; and the ſurtace of the eee 


| which has been removed, had been prohably lang under-. 
minded by little rivulets which come from the mountains, 
and nom are in full view on the bare ſpot the 5 
bad deſerted. Theſe rivulets have a ſufficlently rapid 
cCourſe down the valley, to. prove its not being à per * 
level, as was repteſented. 1 ſuppoſe” the cart quake to - 
3 have opened ſome depoſitories of rain-water in the clay 

| hills which ſurround the valley, which water, mixed wi 


'- -dermined fur face, likting it up with the large olive 
Fi & oma Mara and athatched cottage, floated "my entire 
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ns 3 wk hands ts clalped over cheir Leads, as. giving” . 
-themſelves up to deſpair, unleſs they had children ner 


"pro ably have loſt their lives had they 75 at liberty. A | 


* 
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bed of the a 
The environs a fan. which nds on an elevation, ; 5 
is the garden of Eden itſelf; nothing Lever ſaw can de 


3 te. to it. The town is donff crable.z but as the 
earthquake did not come on ſuddenly, as in the plain, 


85 


the looſe oi}, taking its courſe ſuddenly through the un- 2 


IVV» Sp or RY 


IE 
* — 


* 


piece of ground; with all its vegetatioh about a s 
down the valley, where it now ſtands; with moſt of the 
trees erect. Theſe two tenements may be about a mile 

k long, and halt a mile broad. © I was men ſeveral deep 

=, .cracks in this neighbourhood; not one above a foot in 

Es breadth; but which, I was credibly* affured,” bad opened 

wide during the earthquake, and ſwallowed up an ox, and 

c near 100 goats, but no countrymen as was reported. In 

the valley above-mentioned I faw the ſame ſort of holloẽẽws 
in the form of inverted cones, out of whieh I was aflured 
that hot water and ſand had been emitted with violence 
during the earthquakes as at Roſarno but I could not find 
any one who could poſitively aftrm that the water had 
been really hot, although the repotts which Goyernment 
received affirm it. Some of the ſand thrown out here with *' 
the water has a furrugineous appearance, and ſeems to 
bave been acted upon by fire. I was teld, that it had alſo, 
when freſh, a ſtrong ſmell of ſulphur; but I could not per- 
ceive it. Gage? F 
From hence I went through the fatye delightful coun- 
try to the town of Poliſtene. To paſs through ſo rich a 
ccuntry and nor {ce « fingle houſe Randing on it, is moſt 
sls indeed; wherever a hguſe ſtbod, there you ſee. 
a heap of ruins, and a poor barrack, with two or three 
miſetable mourning figures fitting at the door, and here 
and there a maimed man, woman, ot child, crawling upon 
crutches, Inſtead of a town, you fee a confuſed -heap of 
ruins, and round about” them a number of poor huts or 
barracks, and a larger one to ſerve Mu ciurch, with the 
church bells hanging upon a ſbrt of low gibbet; every in- 
habitant with a doleful "countenance, aud wearing ſome 
token of having lot « parent 
I travelled four days in the plain, in the midſt of fuch 
miſery as cannot» be deſeribed. The torce of the earth- 
quake was fo great there, that all the inhabitants of the 
tons were buried either alive or dead under the ruins of 

1 their houſes in an inſtant, The town of Poliſtene was 

. large, but ill fituated between two rivers, ſubje& to over- 
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mw. How z 2100. out of About 6000 lost their lives here bel 
tal 5th of February. The Marquis St. Giorgio, the Ba- 


ron of this country, whom I found here, was well em- 
ployed in aſſiſting his tenants. He had cauſed the ſtreets 
of his ruined town to be cleared of rubbiſh, and had e- 
rected barracks on a healthy ſpot near it, for the remain- 


der of his ſubjects, and on a good plan. He had alſo con- 


ſtructed barracks of a larger ſize fer the ſilk · worms, which 


1 I found alteady at work in them. This Prince's activity 


and generoſity are moſt praiſe-worthy, and, as far as I have 
ſeen hitherto, he is without a rival. I obſerved, that the 
town of St. Giorgio, on a hill about two miles from Po- 
liſtene, though rendered uninhabitable, was by no means 
levelled like the towns in the plain. There was a nun» 


nery at Poliſtene; being curious to ſee the nuns that had 
eſcaped, I aſked the Marquis to ſhew me their barracksz 


but, it ſeems, only one out of twenty-three had been dug 
out of her cell alive, and ſhe was fourſcore years of age. 
After having dined with the Marquis in his humble bar» 


rack, near the ruins of his very magnificent palace, I went 


through a fine wood of olive, and another of cheſnut trees, 
to Caſal Nuovo, and was ſhewn the ſpot on which ſtood 
the houſe of my unfortunate friend the Princeſs Gerace 
Grimaldi, who with more than four thouſand of her ſub- 


= 


Feb loſt her life by the ſudden explofion-of the gth of 


February (for ſo it appears to have been) that reduced this 


town to atoms, I was told by forme here, who had been 
dug out of the ruins, that they felt their houſes fairly lifted 
up, without having had the leaſt previous notice : In other 
towns ſome walls and parts of es are ſtanding; but 
here you neither diſtinguiſh ſtreet or houſes; all lie in one 
confuſed heap of ruins. An inhabitant of Caſal Nuovo 


told me, he was on a hill at the moment of the earth- 


quake, overlooking the plain, when feeling the ſhock, 
and turning towards the plain, inſtead of the town, he 
ſaw in the place of it a thick cloud of white duſt like ſmoke; 
the natural effect of the cruſhing of the buildings, and the 
mortar flying oft. 4 064 „ e ut” 25 TR 
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7 3 lo rom hence wear thfough the towns of Caltellace and 
Milicuſco (both in the ſame condition as-Cafal Nuovo) to 
Terra Nuova, fituated an the fame. lovely plain, between 
two rivers, which, with the torrents fte the mountains, 
have, in the courſe of ages, cut deep and wide chaſms in 
the ſoft ſandy clay foil of which the whole plain is com- 
” 85 poſed. At Terra Nuova the rav ine or chaſm is not leſs than 
| zao feet deep, and three quarters of a mile broad. What 
cauſes a confuſion in all the accounts of the phænomena 
produced by this earthquake in the plain, is the not hav- 
ing ſufficiently explained the nature of the-ſoil and ſſtua- 
tion. They tell you, that a town has been thrown a mile 
from the place where it ſtood, without mentioning a word 
of a ravine : that woods and corn fields had been removed ' 
in the ſame manner, when, in truth, it is but upon a 
large ſcale, what we ſer every day upon a ſmaller, when 
ieces of the fides of hollow ways having been undermined- 

y rain waters, are detached into the bottom by their own 
weight. Here, from the great depth of the ravine, and +} 
the violent motion of tha earth, two huge portions of tb 
earth, on which a great part of the town ſtood, conſi ſting 
of ſome hundreds of houſes, were detached into the ravine, 
and nearly acroſs it, about halt a mile from the place where 
they ſtood; and what is moſt extraordinary, ſeveral of the 
inhabitants of thoſe houſes, who had taken this ſingular 
leap in them, were nevertheleſs dug out alive, and ſome 
unhurt. I ſpoke to one myſelf who had taken this extra- 

ordinary journey in his houſe, with his wife and a maid 
ſervant: neither he nor his maid ſervant were hurt; but 
he told me, his wife had been a little hurt, but was now 
nearly recovered. I happened to aſk; him, what hurt his 
wife had received? His anſwer, though of a very ſerious 
nature, will nevertheleſs, I am ſure, make you ſmile, Sir, 
as it did me. He ſaid, ſhe had both her legs and one arm 
broken, and that ſhe had a fracture on her ſkull, fo that 
the brain was viſible, It appears to me, that the Calabrefi *: 
have more firmneſs than the Neopolitans; and they really 
ſeem to bear their exceffive preſent misfortune with a true 
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philoſophic patienee. Of 1600 inhabitants at Terra Na. 
ova, only 400 eſcaped alive. My guide there, who way 


a prieſt and phyfician, had been ſhut-up in the ruins of | 


his houſe by the firſt ſhock of the earthquake, and was 
blown out of it, and deliyered by the ſucceeding ſhock, 
which followed the firſt immediately. There are many 
_well-atteſted inſtances of the ſame having happened elſe- 
Where in Calabria. In other parts of the plain ſituated 
near the ravine, and near the town of Terra Nuova, 1 


ſaw many acres of land with trees and corn- fields that had 


been detached into the ravine, and often without having 


been overturned, ſo that the trees and crops were growing 


as well as if they had been planted there. Other fuc 
pieces were lying in the bottom, in an inclined fituation; 


and others again that had been quite overturned. Id one 
place, two of theſe immenſe pieces of land having been 
detached oppoſite to one another, had filled the valley, 


and topped the courſe of the river, the waters of which 
were forming a great lake: and this is the. true ſtate of 


What the accounts mention of mountains that had walked; 


and joined together, ſtopped the courſe of the river, and 
formed a lake. At the moment of the earthquake the ri- 
ver dilappeared here, as at Roſarno, and returning ſoon 
after, overflowed the bottom of the ravine about three feet 


in depth, ſo that the poor, people that had been-thrown 
with their houſes. into the ravine from the top of it, and 
had eſcaped with broken bones, were now in danger of 
being drowned. I was aſſured that the water was- ſalt, like 
that of the ſea; hut this circumſtance ſeems to want con- 


 firmation, The ſame reaſon I have given for the ſudden 


diſappearing of the river Metauro at Roſarno will account 
for the like phenomenon here, and in every part of the 
country where the rivers dried up at the moment ot the 
earthquake. The whole town of Mollochi di Sotto, near 
Terra Nuova, was likewiſe detached into the ravine, and 


a vineyard of many acres near it lies in the bottom of the 


ravine as I ſaw in a perfect order, but in an ine lined ſitu- 
ation ; there is a footpath through this vineyard, Which 
"LY Oh 82 | has 
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on an elevated ſituation; many feet above the level of the 
river. Without the proper explanations it is no wonder 
that ſuch facts ſhould appear miraculous. I obſerved in 
ſeveral parts of the plain, that the ſoil with timber trees 


and ten feet below the level of the plain; and in others 
again I perceived it had riſen as many. It is neceſſary to 
remember, that the foit of the plain is a clay mixed with 
ſand, which is eafily moulded into any ſhape. In the plain, 


near the ſpots from whence the above-mentioned pieces 
had been detached into the ravine, there were ſeveral pa- 


rallel cracks, ſo that had the violence of the ſhpcks of the 


earthquake continued, theſe pieces alſo would have pro- 
bably followed. I remarked conftantly in ll my journey, 
that near every ravine, or hollow way, the parts of the. 


plain adjoining were full of large parallel cracks. The 


earth rocking with violence from fide to fide, and having 

e ſupport on one ſide only; accounts well for this circumq- 
ſtance Ec 
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From Terra Nuova went to Oppido : this city is fitua- 


ted on a mountain of a ferrugineous ſort of gritty ſtone, 
unlike the clay, ſoil of its neighbourhood; and is ſurrounded 


by two rivers in a ravine deeper and broader than that of 
erta Nuova. Inſtead of the mountain on which Oppido 


was ſituated having ſplit in two, and by its fall on the xi- 


vers ſtopped their courſe, and formed great lakes, as Wwe 
- are told; it was (as at Terra Nuova) huge pieces of the 
plain on the edge of the ravine, that had been detached 


into jt, nearly filled it up, and ſtopped the courſe of the 


rivers, the waters of which are now forming two great 
lakes. It is true, that part of the rock on which Oppido 

ſtood was detached with ſeveral houſes into the ravine; 
ciraumſtance, in compariſon of the 


land, with large plantations of vines 
n n 2 mY 6 a and 
1 gp” of | 1 . 


fs a fingulat effect, tonſidering its preſent imprafticable 
fituation, Some ,water-mills that were on the river; have 


ing been jammed between two ſuch detached pieces as. #- 
bove deſcribe, were lifted up by them, and are now ſeen 


"ol 
and crops of corn, conſiſting of many acres, had ſunk eight 
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and olive-trees, which have been detached from one de 
of the ravine clear over to the other, though the diſtance 
is more than half a mile. It is well atteſted, that a coun- 
tryman, who was ploughing his field in this neighbour- 
hood with a pair of oxen; was tranſported with his field 
and team, clear from one ſide of a ravine to the other, and 
that neither he nor his oxen were hurt. Aftet what I have 
_ ſeen, I verily believe this may have happened. A large 
volume might be compoſed of the curious facts and acci- 
dents of this kind produced by the earthquakes in the 
valley; and. I ſuppoſe, many will be recorded in the ae- 
count of the late formidable earthquakes, which the aca- 
demy of Naples interid to publiſh, the Preſident: having 
already ſent into Calabria fifteen members, with Ininghrl. 
men in proportion, to collect the facts, and make draw- 
ings for the ſole purpoſe of giving a ſatisfactory and am- 
ple account of the late calamity to the Public; but unleſs 
they attend, as 1 did, to the nature of the ſoil of the 
place where thoſe accidents happened, their reports will 
generally meet with little credit, except from thoſe who 
are profeſſed dilettanti of miracles, and many ſuch do cer- 
tainly exiſt in this country. I met with a remarkable in- 
ſtance here of the degree of immediate diſtreſs to Which 
the unfortunate inhabitants of the deſtroyed towns were 
teduced. Don Marcillo Grillo, a Gentleman of fortune, 
and of great landed property, having eſcaped from his 
houſe at Oppido, which was deſtroyed by the earthquake, 
and his money (no leſs than 12,000 pieces of gold) having 
been buried under the ruins of it, remained feveral days 
without food or ſhelter during heavy rains, and was obliged 
to a hermit in the neighbourhood for the loan of a clean 
ſhirt. Having walked over the ruins of Oppide, I def 
cended into the ravine, and examined carefully the whole 
of it. Here I ſaw, indeed, the wonderful force of the 
earthquake, which has produced exactly the ſame effects 
as I have deſcribed in the ravine of Terra Nuova, but on 
a ſcale infinitely greater. The enormous maſſes of the 
plain, detached from each fide of the ravine, lie ſometimes 
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ö REI TR confuſed heaps; forming. real mountains, and haying | 
—_ flopped the courſe of two rivers. (one of Which is ver 
_ - * confiderable) great lakes are already formed, and, if not 
_ alfilted by nature or. art, ſo as to give the rivers their due 
courſe; mutt infallivly be the cauſe of a general infection 
in the neighbourhood.” Sometimes I met with a detached 
piece of the ſurtace of the plain (of many acres in extent) 
with the large oaks and olive-trees, with lupins or corn 
under them, growing as well, and in as good order at the 
bottonrof the ravine, as their companions, trota whom they 
were ſeparated, do on their native foil in the plain, at 
leaſt 500 feet higher, and at the diſtance of about three 
quarters of a mile. I met with whole vineyards in the 
ſame order inthe bottom, that had likewiſe taken the ſame 
journey. As the banks of the ravine, from whence theſe 
pieces came, are now bare and perpendicular, I perceived 
that the upper ſoil was a reddiſh earth, and the under one a 
ſandy white clay, very compact, and like a ſoft ſtone; 
the impulſe theſe huge maſſes received, either from the 
violent motion of the earth alone, or that aſſiſted with the 
additional one of the volcanic exhalations ſet at liberty, 
feems to have acted with greater force on the lower and 
more compact ſtratum than on the upper cultiyated cruſt; 
for I conitantly obſerved, where theſe cultivated lands 
lay (for fo they appeared to be on the barren bottom of 
the ravine) the under-ſtratum of compact clay had been 
driven ſome hundred yards further, and lay in confuſed 
blocks, and, as I obſerved, many of thoſe blacks were of 
a cubical form. The under ſoil having had a greater im- 
_ pulſe, and leaving the upper in its flight, naturally ac- 
counts for the 6 in which the trees, yineyards,. and 
vegetation, fell and remain at. preſent in the botrom of the 
ravine. This curious fact, I thought deſerved to be re- 
corded, but is not eaſily deſcribed by words. When the 
drawings and plans of the Academy are publiſhed, this 
account (imperfect as it is) may, perhaps, have its utility: 
had my time permitted, I would certainly have taken a 
draughtſman with me into Calabria. In another part of 
6 | "P 7 ; ; s the 
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| the bottom of- the ravine there is a mountain compoſed of No 
che ſame clay foil, and which was probably a piece of the 
7 IE detached by an earthquake at ſome former period; 

it is about 2 50 feet high, and about goo feet diameter at 
its baſis: this mountain, as it is well atteſted, has tra- 

velled down the ravine near four miles, having been put 

in motion by the earthquake of the gzth of February. IIe 

| abundance of rain which fell at that time, 17 great weight . 

of the freſh detached pieces of the plain, which I Re 

= heaped up at the back of it, the nature of the ſoil of which 

it is compoſed, and particularly its fituation on a declivity, 

accounts well for this phenomenon ; whereas the reports 

Which came to Naples, of a mountain, in a perfect plain, 

having leaped four miles, had rather the appearance of a. 
miracle. I found ſome ſingle timber trees allo with a lump 
of their native ſoil at the roots, ſtanding upright in the 

bottom of the ravine, and which had been detached from 

the plain above-mentioned. I obſerved alſo, that many 
confuſed: heaps of the looſe foil, detached by the earth- 

quake from the plains on each ſide of the ravine, had ac- * 

tually run like a volcanic lava (having probably been aſ- 

ſiſted by the heavy train), and produced many effects 
greatly ee Sh of lava during their courſe down 

a great part of the ravine. At Santa Chriſtina, in the 
neighbourhood of Oppido, the like phenomena: have been 
exhibited, and the great force of the earthquake of the 5th 

of February ſeems to have been exerteq; on theſe parts and 

at Caſal Nuova and Terra Nuova. The phenomena ex- 

' hibited by the earthquakes in other parts of the plains of 
Calabria Ultra are of the ſame nature; but trifling in com- 
pariſon of thoſe I have been deſcribing. The barracks e- 

rected for the remaining inhabitants of the ancient city of 

Oppido, now in ruins, are on a healthy ſpot, at about the 

diſtance of a mile from the old town, where I ſound the 

Baron of this country, the Prince of Cariati, uſually em- 

Rates in the aſſiſtance of his unfortunate ſubjects. He 

fſhewed me two girls, one of about 16, years ot age, Wo 
had remained eleven days without food under the ruins of 

| 288 „ a houſe 


* 


* 4 
Lf 

o 3 | . . 
« 


F 


. 
* 
: 
. 


* 


a houſe at Oppidp; ſhe had à child of five or fix montl-r 
old in her arms, Which died the fourth day. The girl 
gave me a clear account of her ſufferings; having light 
through a ſmall opening, ſhe had kept an exact account 
of the nutnber of days ſhe had been buried, She did not: 
| ſeem to be in bad health, drinks freely, but has yet a dif- 
ficulty in ſwallowing any thing ſolid. The other girl way © | 
about 11.years of age; ſhe remained, under the ruins fix 
days only; but in ſo very confined and diftreſsful a poſture, 
that one of her hands preſſing againſt her cheek, had nearly - 
worn a hole through it. „%Fͤͤ Ä 
From Oppido 1 3 through the ſame beautiful 
country and Tuined towns and villages to Seminara and 
Palmi. The houſes of the former were not. quite in ſuch. 
a ruined eondition as thoſe of the latter, whole fituation is 
lower and nearer the ſea: 1400 lives were loſt at Palmi, 
and all the dead bodies have not been removed and burnt, 
as in moſt other parts I viſited ;- for I faw myſelf two ta: 
ken up whilſt I was there, and I ſhall: ever remember a 
; melancholy figure of a woman in mourning, fitting upon 
y the ruins of her houſe, her head reclined upon her hand 
and knee, and following with an anxious eager eye every 
ſtroke of the pick-axe of the labourers emplayed to clear. 
away the rubbiſh, in hopes of recovering the corpſe of 4 
favourite child. This town was a great market for oil, k 
which there were upwards of 4000 barrels in the town at 
the tine of its deſttuction, ſo that the barrels and jars be- 
ing broken, a river A oil ran into the ſea from it for many 
hours. The ſpilt oil, mixed with the corn of the grana- 
ries, and the corrupted bodies, have had a ſenfible effect 
on the air. This I fear, as the heats increaſe, may prove 
fatal to the unfortunate remainder of the inhabitants of 
Palmi, who live in barracks near the ruined town, My 
uide told me, that he had been buried in the ruins of his 
is houſe here by the firſt ſhock, and that after the ſecond, 
which followed immediately, he found himſelf fi ting a- 
ſtride of a beam at leaſt fifteen feet in the air. I heard of 
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many ſuch extraordinary eſcapes in all parts of the plaity g 
oy the earthquake had exerted its greateſt force. 
From Palmi I proceeded through the beautiful woody 
mountains of Bagnara and Solano; noble timber oak trees 
on high rocks, narrow vallies with torrents in their bot - 
tom, the road dangerous both on account of robbers and 
0 My two guards, inſtead of leading the way, as 
they had hitherto done, now. ſeparated. and formed an ad- 
vanced and a rear=guard. . The narrow road was often in- 
terrupted by the fallen rocks and trees during the earth- 
quakes, and obliged us to ſeek a new and ſtill more dan- 
mW  gerous road; but the Calabreſe horſes ate really as ſure- 
ftfooted as goats. In the midſt of one of theſe paſſes we felt 
a very ſmart. ſhock of an earthquake, accompanied by a 
loud exploſion, like that of ſpringing a mine: Fortunately 
for us it did not, as I expected, detach any rocks or trees 
from the Nee that hung over our heads. After 
having paſſed the woods of Bagnara, Sinopoli, and Solano, 
I went through rich corn-fields and lawns, beautifully 
bounded with woods and ſcattered. trees, like our fineſt 
parks, and which continue varying for ſome miles till you 
come-upon the top of an open plain on a hill, commands 
ing the whole Faro of Meſſina, the coaſt of Sicily as far 
as Catania, with Mount Etna rifing proudly behind it, 
which all together compoſed the fineſt view imaginable, 
From thence I deſended a horrid rocky road to the Torſe 
del Pezzolo, where there is a country ſeat and a village 
belonging to. the Princeſs of Bagnara. There I found, 
that an epidemical diſorder had already manifeſted. itſelf, 
as it probably will in many other parts of. this glorious but 

VIDED country, in proportion as the heats increaſe, owin 

to the hardſhips ſuffered, and the air having been ſpoiled - MW: 
by new-formed Jakes. Several Fiſhermen affured me, that 

during the earthquake of the 5th of February at night, the 
ſand near the ſea was hot, and that they ſaw fire iſſue from 

"kt the earth in many parts. This circumſtance has been of- 

ten repeated to me in the plain; and my idea is, that the 
exhalations which iſſued during the violent commotions un 
e e 
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the eaith were full of electrical fire, juſt a3 the ſmale of 
volcanoes. is conſtantly obſerved to be during violent ertps 
tions; for L faw no mark; in any part of my joutney, of 


\ 
' 


earth; and 1 am conyinced,” that the whole damage has 
been done by exhalations and vapours only. The firſt 


ſhock felt at this place, as I was aſſured, was lateral, and 
then vorticoſe, and* exceedingly violent; but what they 


call violent here. miſt have been nothing in compariton 
of what was felt in the plain of Caſa N | 

Palmi, Terra Nuova, Oppido, &c. &c. where all agreed 
in aſſuring me, that the violence of the fatal ſhock of the 


zth of February was inſtantantous, without warning, and 
from the bottom upwards; and indeed in thoſe places where 
the mortality has been ſo great, and where nothing is to 
be ſeen but a confuſed heap of ruins, without diſtinction 

of either ſtreets or houſes, the violence of that ſhock is 


ſufficiently confirmed. From this place to Reggio the road 
on each fide is covered with villas and orange groves. 


ſaw not one. houſe levelled to the ground'; but perceiv d 


that all had been damaged, and were abandoned; and that 
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any volcanic matter having iſſued from the fiſlures of the 


uova, Peliftene, 


the inhabitants were univerſally retired to barracks in theſe - 


beautitul groves of orange, mulberry, and fig-trees, of 


which there are many in the environs of Reggio. One that 
I vifited, and which is reckoned the richeſt in all this part 
of Magna Grecia, is about a mile and a half from the 
town et Reggio; and, what is remarkable, belongs to 4 


Gentleman whoſe name is Agamemnon. The beauty of 


the Argrume (the general name of all kind of orange, le- 
mon, cedrate, and bergamotte trees) is not to be deſcrib 


| ed; - 
the ſoil being ſandy, the expoſition warm, and command f 


of water, a clear rivelet being introdueed at pleaſure in 


little channels to the foot of each tree, is the reaſon of 


the wonderful luxuriancy of thoſe trees. Don Agamemnon 


aſſured me, it was a had year when he did not gather from 


his garden (which is of no great extent) 170,000 lemons, 
200,000 oranges (which I fo 


the 
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| und as excellent as thoſe or 
Malta), ad bergamots enough to produce 200 quaris of 
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the effence from their rinds. There is another fingulatity 
in theſe gardens, as I was aſſured every fig tree affords two 
crops o ruit annually.; the firſt in June, the ſecond in 
Bs But to return to my ſubject, from which my: attention 
was frequently called away by the extraordinary and un- 
common beauty and fertility of this rich province; I ar- 
rived about ſun- ſet at Reggio, which I found leſs damaged 


% 


than I expected, though not a houſe, in it is habitable or 
inhabited, and all the people live in barracks or tents ; 


but after having been ſeveral days in the plain, where e- 
very building is levelled to the ground, a houſe with a 


roof, or church with a ſteeple, was to me a new and re- 
freſhing object. The inhabitants of the whole country, 
that has been ſo ſeverely afflicted with earthquakes, ſeem, 
however, to have ſo great a dread of going into a houſe, 
that when the carthquakes thall have card, I am per- 


ſuaded the greateſt part of them will till continue to live 


in barracks. The barracks here (except ſome few that are 
even elegant) are ill conſtructed, as are in got through- 
out the country all barracks of towns that have been ſo lit- 
tle damaged as to allow the inhabitants to flatter themſelves 


with the hope of being able to return to, and occupy their 


houſes, again, when the preſent calamity is at an end. 
Reggio has been roughly handled by the earthquakes, but 
is by no means deſtroyed. The Archbiſhop, a ſenſible, 
active, and humane Prelate, has diſtinguiſhed himſelf from 


the begirining of the earthquakes to this day, having im- 


mediately ditpoſed of all the ſuperfluous ornaments of the 


* churches, and of his own horſes and furniture, for the ſole 
relief of his diſtreſſed flock, with whom he chearfully 


bears an equal ſhare of every inconvenience and diftrefs 


Which ſuch a calamity has naturally occafioned. Except . 


in this inſtance, and very few others, indeed, I obſerved 
throughout my whole journey a prevailing indolence, in- 


activity, and want of ſpirit, which is unfortunate, as ſuch 


a heavy and general calamity can only be repared by a 
diſpoſition directly contrary to that which prevails ; _ 
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this Government is indefatigable in its endesvours at teme 
dying every preſent evil, 1 ſuch as may na- 
turally be expected, it is to be hoped that the generous 
and wiſe diſpoſitions lately made will reſtore the energy 
that is wanting, and without which one of the richeſt pro» 

' Yinces in Europe is in danger of utter ruin. Silk wo el. 
fence of bergamot, oranges and lemons, are the great at: 
ticles of trade at Reggio. 1 am affured, hat ne Pole than 

10oo, ooo quarts of this eſſence is annually exported, The 
fruit, after the rind is taken off, is given to the cows and 

oxen; and the inhabitants of this rown aſſute me, that the 
beef at that ſeaſon, has a ſtrong and diſagreeable flavour of 
bergamot. The worthy Archbiſhop gave me an account 

of the earthquakes here in 1770, and 1780, which obliged 
the inhabitants (in number 16, 400) to èncamp or remain: 
in barracks ſevetal months, without, however, having. 
done any confiderable damage to the town. I was affured 
here (where they have had ſuch a Jong experience of earth- 
quakes) that all animals and birds are in a greater or leſs. 
degree much more ſenſible of an approaching ſhock of an 
earthquake than any human being ; but that geeſe, abore 
all, ſeem to be the ſooneſt and Welt ale at the ap- 
proach of a ſhock ; It in the water, they quit it imm 35 
ately, and there are no means of driving them into the 
water for ſome time after. „ DL 
The mortality here, by the late earthquake of the gth 
of February, correſponds with the apparent degree of da 
mage done to the town. and does not exceed 126. As it 
happened about noon, and came on gently, the people of 
Reggio had time to eſcape ; where1s, as I have often re- 
marked, the ſhock in the unhappy plain was as inſtanta- 
neous as it was violent and deſtructive, Every building - 
was levelled to the ground, and the mortality was general, 
and in proportion to the apparent deſruction of the build- 
ings. Reggio was deſtroyed before the Marſian war, and 
having been rebuilt by Julius Cæſar, was called Reggio 
2 — Patt of the wall ſtill remains, and is called the 
Julian Tower; it is built of huge maſſes of ſtone without 
po” W Y 4 fe: . | ; RON = 
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cement. Near St. Peruto, between Reggio and che Caps 

F. Spartivento, there are all the remains of a foundery, his 
preſent Catholic Majeſty, when King of Naples, having 
worked filver mines in that neighbourhood ; which were 
ſoon abandoned, the profit not having anſwered the ex- 
1 pros There are ſome towns in the_neighbourhood of 

eggio that ſtill retain the Greek language. About fif- 
teen years ago, when I made the tour of Sicily, I landed: 
-at Spartivento, in Calabria Ultra, and went to Bova, where 


1 found that Greek was the only language in uſe in that 
_ diftrict. On the 14th of May I left Reggio, and was ob- 


liged (the wind being contrary) to have my boats towed 
by oxen to the Punta del Pezzolo, oppoſite Meſſina, - from: 
whence the-current wafted us with great expedition indeed 
into the port of Meſſina. The port and the town, in its 
| halt-ruined ſtate, by moon-light was ſtrikingly picture- 
ſque. Certain it is that the force of the earthquake (though 
very violent) was nothing at Meſſina and Reggio, to what 
it was in the plain. I vilited the town of Meflma the next 
morning, and found that all the beautiful front of whit 
is called the Pallazzata, which extended in very lotty uni- 
ma form buildings, in the ſhape of a creſcent, had been in 
ſome parts. totally ruined, in others leſs; and that there 
mW were cracks in the earth of the quay, a part of which bad 
- ſunk above a foot below the level of the ſea. Theſe cracks 
were probably occaſioned by the horizontal motion of the 
earth, in the ſame manner as the pieces of the plain were 
detached into the ravines at Oppido and Terra Nuova; 
tor the ſea at the edge of the quay is fo very deep, that 
the largeſt ſhip can lie along-fide ; conſequently the earth, 
in its violent commotion, wanting ſupport on the fide next 
the ſea, began to crack and ſ-parate, and, as where there 
is one crack there are generally others leſs confiderable in 
parallel lines to the firſt, I ſuppoſe the great damage done 
to the houſes neareſt the quay, bas been owing to ſuch 
cracks under their foundations. Many houſes are ſtill ſtance. 
eg. and ſome little damaged, even in the lower part of 
8 Meflina; but in the upper and more, elevated ſituations, 
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earthquakes ſc<m to have had ſcarcely any effect, as Ich? 
particularly remarked... A ſtrong inſtance o the force of the 
earthquake having been many degtees leſs here than in the 
plain of Calabria is, that the convent; of Santa Barbara, 
and that called the Noviziato del Geſuiti, both on an ele- 
vated fituation, have not a crack in them, and that the 
clock of the latter has not been deranged in the leaſt hx 
5 the earthquakes that have afflicted this country for four” 
= = months paſt, and which, ſtill continue in ſome *degree. _ 
Befides the mortality at Meff:na.does not exceed 00 out 
of upwards of 30,000, the, ſuppoſed: population of this 
city at the time of the firſt earthqnake, which circum- 
{tance is concluſive, - I found that ſome houſes, nay a flreet” 
or two, at Meſſina, were inhabited, and ſome ſhops open 
in them; but the generality of the inhabitants are in tents 
and barracks, which have been placed in three or four 
different quarters, in fields and open ſpots near the town, 
but at a great diſtance one from the other, muſt be very 
 laconveatent for a mercantile town; and unleſs great care 
is taken to keep the ſtreets. of the barracks, and the bar-⸗- 
racks themſelves, clean, I fear that the unfortunate Meſs 
ſina will be doomed to {ur a freſh calamity from epides 
- mica] diſordets, during the heat of ſummer. Indeed, man 
parts of the plain of Calabria Teem to be in the ſame 
alarming fituation, particularly owing to the lakes, which © 
are forming from the courle of the rivers. having been 
- flopped, ſome of which, I ſaw myſelf, werealready green, 
| and tending to putrefaction. I could not help remarking 
here, that the Nuns, wh@likewiſe live in barracks, were 
conſtantly walking about, under the tuition of their Con- 
tetlor, and ſeemed gay, and to enjoy the liberty the eatth⸗ 
„ quake had afforded them, and I made the ſame obſerva- 
tion with reſpect to ſchoo!-boys. at Reggio; ſo that in mx 
journal, which [ wrote ia haſte, and from whence I have 
as haſtily tranſcribed the imperſect account I ſend you, 
3 the remark ſtands thus: Earthquakes particularly pleaſe 
. ing to Nuns and School- boys. Out of the cracks on 
the quay it is ſaig, that, during the earthquakes fire had 
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been ſeen to iſſue, as many I ſpoke with atteſted; but 
there are no viſible” figns of it, and, I am perſuaded, it 
was no more than, as in Calabria, a vapour Tharged with - 
electrical fire, or a kind of inflacamable air. A curious 
| circumſtance happened here alſo, to prove that animals 
cdan remain long alive without food. Two mules belong- 
| ing to the Duke of Belviſo, remained under a heap of 
| _ ruins,. one of them twenty-two, and the ather twenty-three 
| days: They would not eat for ſome days, but drank wa- 
ter plentifully, and are now quite recovered. . There are 
WE numberleſs inſtances of dogs remaining many days in the 
| flame fituation; and a hen, belonging to the Britiſh Vice- 
Conſul at Meſſina, that had been cloſely ſhut up under the 
= ruins of his houſe, was taken out the twenty-ſecond day, 
my and is now recovered ; it did not eat for ſome days, but 
Wn _ drank freely; it was emaciated, and ſhewed little figns of 
my life at firſt. From theſe gens, from thoſe related be- 
| fore, of the girls at Oppido, and the hogs at Soriano, 
and from ſeveral others of the ſame kind, that have been 
related to me, but which, being leſs remarkable, I omit, 
one may conclude, that long faſting is always. attended 
with great thirſt, and total loſs of appetite. From every 
' enquiry I found, that the great ſhock of the 5th of Febru- 
ary was from the bottom upwards, and not like the ſub- 
ll WW ſequent ones, which, in general, have been horizontal and 
Alt vorticoſe. A circumſtance worth remarking (and which 
j =. was the ſame on the whole coaſt of the part of Calabria 
Wt that had been meſt affected by the earthquake) is, that 
W828 aſmall fiſh called Cicirelli, reſembling what we call in 
wy FEvogland Whitebait, but of a greater ſize, and which 
usually lie at the bottom of the ſea, buried in the ſand, 
my have been, ever fince the commencement of the earth- 
quakes, and continue ſtill to be, taken near the ſurface, 
0 | and in ſuch abundance, as to be the common food of the 


pooreſt ſort of people; whereas, before the earthquakes, 
this fiſh was rare, and reckoned amongſt the greateſt de- 


1 licacies. All fiſh, in general, have been taken in great 
abundance, and with much greater facility, in thoſe parts 
FS 
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4 | Brige they have been afflifted by earthquakes chan before. 
5 'T conſtantly aſked every Fiſhertuan I met with on the coaft 
of Sicily and Calabria if this circumſtänce wWas true; ant 
wa a conftantly anſwered in the affirmative ;” but With 
ſuch emphaſis,” that it muſt have been very extradtdinary.- 
1 ſuppoſe, that either' the ſund ar the bottom of the ſen 
may have been heated by the volcanic fire under it, of that 
the continual tremoef of the earth has driven the fiſh our 
- of their ſtrong holds; juſt as an Angler, when he wants 
. bait, obliges the worms to come out of the turf on a river 
fide, by trampling on it with his feet, which motion ne- 
ver fails in its effect, as I have experienged very often 
myſelf. I found the citadel here had not received any ma- 
terial damage, but was in the fame ſtate as I had left it 
fifteen years ago. The Lazaret has ſome cracks in it, like 
thoſe on the quay, and from a like cauſe.” Th. has 
not received any damage from the earthquakes, The Of- 
flcer who commanded in the citadeh and who was tere 
during the eatthquake, aſſured me, that on the fatal tun 
of F rukey, and the three following days, the ſea, about 
a quarter of a mile from that fortreſs, roſe and boiled in a 
moſt extraordinary manner, and with a moſt horrid and 
alarming noiſe, the water in the other parts of the Faro 
being perfectly calm. This ſeems to point out exhalations 
or eruptions from cracks at the bottom of the ſea, which 
may very probably have happened during the violence of 
the earthquakes ; all of which, Iam convinced, have here 
x volcanic origin. n, 
On the 17th of May I left Meſſina, where I had been 
kindly and hoſpitally treated, and proceeded in my Spe- 
_ ronara along the Sicillian coaſt to the point of the entrance 
of the Faro, where I went aſhore, and found a prieſt who. 
had been there the night between the 3th. and 6th of Fe- 
bruary, when the great wave paſſed over that point, car - 
ried off boats, and above twenty-four unhappy people, 
tearing up trees, and leaving ſome hundred weight of fiſn 
it had brought with it on the dry land. He told me, he 
had been himſelf covered with the wave, and with diffi- 
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He at firſt fd the water Was fot ; 


* * 


but as I was curious to come at the truth of this fact, 
which would have concluded much, I aſked him if he was 
very ſure of ir? and being preſſed, it came to be no more 
than the water having been as warm as it uſually is in ſum - 
mer. He ſaid, the wave roſe to à great height, and came 
on with noiſe, and ſuch-rapidity that it was impoſſible td 

eſcape. The tower on the point was half deſtroyed, and 
A poor prieſt that was in it loſt his life, From hence 1 


_ "crofled over. to Scilla. Having met with my friend the 


Padre Minaſi, a Dominican friar, a worthy man and an able 


naturaliſt, who is a native of - Scilla; and is actually em- 


—- 


ployed by thEicademy of Naples to give a deſcription of 


the phænomena that have attended the earthquake in theſe 


<« 


parts, with his affiſtance on the ſpot, I perfectly under- 


ſtood the nature of the formidable wave that was ſaid to 


have been boiling hat, and had certainly proved fatal to 
the Baron of the country, the Prince of Scilla, Who was 


* 
* 


ſwept eff the ſhore into the ſea by this wave, with 2473 
t 


of his unfortunate ſubjects. The following is the fact; 


Prince of Scilla having remarked. that during the firſt 
horrid ſheck (which happened about goon the 5th of Fe- 


bruary) part of a rock near Scilla had been detached into 


the ſea, and fearing that the rock of Scilla, on which his 
ci{ile and town is. ſtuated, might alfo be detached, thought 
it ſafer to prepare boats, and retire to a little port or beach 


ſurrounded by rocks at the foot of the rock. The ſecond 


thock of the earthquake, after midnight, detached. a whole 


mountain, (much higher than that of Scilla, and partly 


calcareous, and partly cretaceous), ſituated between the 
Torre del Cavallo and the k of Seilla, This having 


fallen with violence into the ſea (at that time perfectly 


calm) raiſed the fatal wave, which I have above deſcribed 
ro have broken upon the neck of land, called the Punta del 
Faro, in the iſland of Scilly, with fuch fury, which return- 
ing with great noiſe and celerity directly upon the beach, 
where the Prince and the unfortunate inhab.cants of Scilla 
had taken refuge, either daſhed them with their boats and 
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| ficheſt effects againſt the rocks, or whirled them ints the 
ſea; thoſe who had eſcaped the firſt and greateſt wave were 
carried off by a ſecond and third, which were leſs conſi- 
_ derable, and immediately followed the firſt, I ſpoke to ſe» 
veral men, women, and children here, who had been eru- 
elly maimed, and ſome of whom had been carried into the 
fea by this unforeſeen accident. Here, ſaid one, my head 
was forced through the door of the cellar, which he ſhewed 
me was broken. There, ſaid another, was I drove into a 
barrel. Then a woman would ſhew me her child, all over 
deep wounds from the ſtones/and timber, & that were 
mixed with the water, and daſhing about in this narrow 
ort; but all aSired me, they had not perceived the leaſt 


ymptom of heat in the water, though I dare ſay, Sir, you 
will read many well atteſted acconnts of this water having 
been hot; of many dead bodies thrown up which appeare 
to have been parboiled by it; and of many living perſons 
who had evidently been ſcalded by this hot wave; ſo dif- 
ficult is it to arrive at truth. Had I been ſatisſied with 
the firſt anſwer of the Prieſt at the Punta del Faro, and 


ſet it down in my Journal, who could have doubted but 


that this wave had been of hot water ? Now. that we. are 


well acquainted with the cauſe of this fatal wave, we know 


it could not have been hot; but rhe teſtimony of ſo many 
unfortunate ſufferers from it is deeifive, A fact which TI 
was told, and which was. atteſted by many here, is very 
extraordinary indeed: a woman of _ Scilla, four months 


gone with child, and ſwept into the:fea by the wave, and 
was taken up alive, floating on her back at ſome diſtance, 


nine hours after. She did not. even miſcarry, and is now 


perfectly well; and, had ſhe not been gone up into the 
country, they would have ſhewn her to me. They told me, 
ſhe had been uſed to ſwin, as do moſt of the women in 


this part of Calabria. Her anxiety and ſufferings, how- 


ever, had arrived at ſo great a pitch, that juſt- at the time 
that the boat, which took her up, appeared, ſhe was try« 
Ing to force hex head under water, to put à period 4%, x 


miſerable exiſtence. The Padre Minaſi told ge anoth x 


Curious. 


* | 


— 


ww which to his knowledge was . 
| eighteen years of age, was buried under the ruins of a 
Houſe fix. days, having had her foot, at the ancle, almoſt 
cut off by the-edge.of a barrel that fell upon it; the duſt 
and mortar ſtopped. the blood; ſhe never had the aſſiſtauce 
of a furgeon; but the foot of itſelf dropped off, and the 
wound is perfectiy healed withqut any other aſſiſtance but 


1 
— 


. * nner * * 4 "Wn", TIES 

— „ : ths ** | a = * 5 9 

FRY ts” * ” * + at " . a 4 I; 4 : L - D \ 
oo hs. ET? : * 2 : 2 
. . Ju 1 - x \ . [5 

— * 1 * 
— —— cv N 
. 1 2 . 
= 
©. "4 — = JS} * * 1 
# — : * k : 
- G 1 - 4 1 
— a. + © 
. - . 
a . 


eurious circumſtance that happened in this neighbourhoad, 


that of nature. If of ſuch extraordinary circumſtances, and 
of hair breadth eſeapes, an account was to be taken in all 


the deſtroyed towns of Calabria Ultra and Sicily, they 


would, as I ſaid before, compoſe a large volume. I have 


only recorded a few of the moſt extraordinary, and uch as 
I had from the moſt undoubted authority. In my way back 
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to Naples (where I arrived the 23d of May) aleng the 


5 i | © coaſtof the two Calabrias and the Principato Citra. I only 


went: on ſhore at Tropea, Paula, and in the Bay of Palinu- 
rus. TI found bir 5 (beautifully ſituated on a rock over- 
hanging the ſea) but 


abundance of fiſh; as they had done ever ſince the com- 
mencement of the preſent calamity. - At Tropea, the 1 5th 


| of May, there was a ſevere ſhock of an earthquake, our © 


of a very ſhort duration. There were five ſhocks during 


WV my ſtay in Calabria and Sicily ; three of them rather + 


larming : and at Meſſina, in the night time, I conftantly 
felt a little tremor of the earth, which has been obſerved 


by many of the Meſſineſe. 1 am really aſhamed, Sir, of 
* ſending ſuch an unconnected haſty extract of my Journal; 


but when I reflect, that unleſs I ſend it off directly, the 
Royal Society will be broken off for the ſummer ſeaſon, 
and the ſubject will become ſtale before its next meeting: 
of two evils I prefer. to chuſe the leaſt. Such rough 
draughts however (though ever ſo imperfect and incorrect) 
have, as in paintings, the merit of a firſt ſketch,” and a 
«Find ot · ſpirit that is often loſt when the picture is correctly 


h. ll fnifhed. If you confider the fatigue and hurry of the jours 


little damaged: however, all the in- 
habitants were in barracks.” At Paula the ſame. The 
Fiſhermen here told me, they continued to take a great 
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: ney 1 have guſt beet taking; and that in the inidft of the! 
WE"; preparatioũs for my other journey to England, which 11 
2 propoſe to begin to-morrow, I have bren writing this ac 
| count; I ſhall hope then to be entitled to your indalgence.”” | 
for all its imperfections . But before I take my 'leavez'- 
I vill juit ſum up the reſult of my obſervations in Calabria 
and Sicily, and give you my teaſons for;believing that the 
preſent eatrthquakes are occdfioned: by the operation of a 
volcano, the ſeat of which ſeems to lie deep, either under 
the bottom of the ſea, between the iſland of Stromboli ank 
. the coaſt af Calabria, or under the parts of the plain tad. 2} 
1 wards-Oppido and Terra Nuova. It on a map of Italy, 
iN and with your compaſs on the ſcale of Italian miles, (your -_ 
were to meaſure off 22, and then fixing your central point: 
. | in the eity of Oppido (Which appeared to me to be thes © 2 
7 {pot on which the earthquake had exerted its greateſt ſorcc  - 
tor a.circle (the radii of which will be, as 1 juſt ſaid; 2 
miles) you will then include all the towns; villages, "that!  _ 
| have been utterly ruined, and the ſpots here the gteateſtt 
mortality has happened; and where there- häve been the 
moſt, viſible alterations on the face of the earth.. Then 
extend your eompaſs on the ſame feale to 72 miles; pre- 
ſerving the ſame center, and form another circle, you wil! 
iyelude the whole · of the country that has any mark of ha vs 
ing. been effected by the curthquake I plainly obſerygd a a 
adation in the damage done to the huildings, es alſo in 
the degree of mortality, in proportion as che countries 
were more or leſs diſtant from this ſuppoſed center of the 
evil. One circumſtance. I particularly remarked; if tog 
towns were. ſituated at an equal diſtance, had always ſuf»: 
fered greatly more by the thacks of the earthquakes than 
the former a ſufficient proof to me of the cauſe coming 
from hegeath, as this muſt naturally have been productive 
of ſuch an eſſect. Aud I have reaſon to belirve, that tùble 
bottom of the ſea, being ſtill nearer the volcanic cauſe, 
115 %%% bak 11g p34 23:4 


* Quweramus ergo quid fit quod terrain ab infiino tnoveat quids c. 
Hae Tus cats geidant igr | res eſt encuti. See 7 
very appheabie here, Seneca, NataQueſt, lib, VI. cap. 4 
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latter but (as. you will find in moſt of the accounts of the- 
- earthquake that are in the preſs, and which are numerous) 


ſyſtems, make the prom earthquakes to-proceed from the 
© high mountains of the Apennines that divide Calabria Ul- 

monte; I would aſk them this 6miple queſtion, did the 
Folian or Lipari iſlands (all which roſe undoubtedly from 

the bottom ot the ſea by volcanic explefions at different, 
5 and perhaps very diſtant periods) owe their birth to the 
Aßpenbines in Calabria, or to veins of minerals in the bow- 
els of the earth, and under the bottom of the ſeaꝰ Strom- 


that have been moſt affected by the late earthquakes. The 
vertical ſhocks; or, in other words, thoſe whoſe .impulſe 
was from the bottom upwards, have been the moſt deſtruc- 
tive to the unhappy towns in the. plain; did they proceed 
from Monte Dejo, Monte Caulone, or ' Aſpramonte ? In 
Abet, the idea I have of the preſent local earthquake is, 
that they have been cauſed by the ſame kind of matter 
that ret birth to the Zolian or Lipari iſlands; that, per- 
* haps, an ning may have been made at the bottom of 
the ſea, 5 moſt probably between Stromboli and Calabria 
Ultra (for from that quarter all agree, that the ſubterra- 
neous noiſes ſeem to have proceeded) and that the founda- 


5 it is completed, and appears above the ſurface of the ſea. 
Nature is ever active, but. her actions are, in general, | 
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mortal eye, or recorded in the very ſhort ſpace of what we -. 
call hiſtory, let it be ever ſo ancient. Perhaps too, the 
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more than the plain itſelf ; diſtance from this center; che: 
one on a hill, the other on the plain, ot in a bottom. 1 >F 


the philoſophers, who do not eaſily abandon their ancient : - 


3 tra, ſuch as Monte Dejo, Monte Caulone, and Aſpras' | 


tion of a new ifland or volcaho may have been laid, though © __ 
it may be ages, which to nature are but moments, before 


carried on ſo very ſlowly, as as ſcarcely to be perceived 2 | ; 
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| bolt an active volcano, and probably the youngeſt. of thoſe . 
ilands, is not above 30 miles from the parts of Calabria 
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whole deſtruction I have been deſcribing may have pro- 4 | 
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leaſt refiſtance, and muſt naturally in a greater degree have 
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grderated | the fermentation of ſuch minerals, as produce | : 4 


volcanoes, which. have eſcaped where they met with the. | 
affected the plain than the high and . more- ſolid ground? 
around it. When the account of the Royal Academy of 
Naples is publiſhed, with maps; plans, and drawings, of 


the curious ſpot. I have deſcribed, this rude and imperfect * 


account will, I flatter myſelf, be of uſe i without the plans 


und drawings you.well know, Sir, the great difficulty there 


is in m 
% 
? 


aking one's ſelf intelligible on ſuch a fubject. 
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